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Etcaywyn

H kapSlayyelakn Stpo@hapiwon elvat onuavtikn
{woavBpwToVOo0G TIoU TIPOKAAE(TAL amod to vn-
patwédeg apaotto Dirofilaria immitis To omolo pe-
Tadidetal pe ta kouvouTla. Ot okUAoL €lvat ot Te-
Aol evioTég Kal amoteAolv tn YUOLKN Segapevn
Tou Tapaocitou. H EANAASa amoteAel evdnuikr xwpa
yta tn Sipo@hapiwon Pe To PeyalUTEPO TTOCOOTO
TWV TIEPLOTATIKWY Va epavidetal otn Bopela EA-
AdSa. Qotooo ta TeAeuTala Xpovia €XouV Ep@avL-
OTEL VEQ KpoUOHATA O TIEPLOXEG TIOU Bewpolivtav
«KaoBapeg». H eEdmiwon autr ogesiletal petagy
GA\WV 0TNV KALPATLIKR aA\ayr] Kat otn Jetakivnon
EEVLOTWV. ZKOTIOG TNG TIaApPoUoaG HEAETNG rTav N
€PEUVA TOU OPOETILIIOAACHOU TNG KAPSLAYYELAKNG
SLpoPAaplwaong o€ OKUAOUG «KaBapwv» TIEPLOX WV
™™g ENASac.

YAwKa kat pgBodot

YUVOALKA e&eTdobnkav 1528 Selypata atpatog and
EVNALKEG (>1 £€TOUG) OKUAOUG amd SLOWOPETLKEG
TepLox€g TNG EAAGSag (Nnotd Ioviou, BopeLou kat
Notlou Awyaiou, Kprtn, ATTikr, YTIOAoOLTN ZTeped
EA\GSa, Mehomdvvnoog). Ta Selypata puyokevtpn-
BnKav KaL 0 opog TOUG EEETACTNKE HE TN XProN Tou
kit ELISA Dirochek® (Synbiotics) yia tnv avixveuon
TOU €L8LKOU avtiyovou D. immitis.

Introduction

Cardiovascular dirofilariosis is an important zo-
onotic disease caused by the parasite Dirofilaria
immitis, transmitted by mosquitoes. Dogs are the
final hosts and its natural reservoir. Greece is en-
demic for dirofilariosis with the highest prevalenc-
es in Northern Greece. However, in recent years,
cases have emerged in previously clean areas. This
spread is possibly due to climate change and hosts
migration. The aim of the current study was to in-
vestigate the seroprevalence of canine cardiovas-
cular dirofilariosis in previously "clean" areas of
Greece.

Materials and methods

A total of 1528 blood samples from adult dogs from
different regions of Greece were analysed. After
centrifugation, sera were tested using the Diro-
chek® ELISA kit (Synbiotics) for the detection of D.
immitis antigen.

Results

The total seroprevalence was 10.8% (165/1528),
and the seroprevalence for each region was the fol-
lowing: Ionian Islands: 16.9% (10/59), Northern Ae-
gean: 5.4% (3/56), Southern Aegean: 4.7% (12/258),
Crete 6.2% (10/161), Attica: 13.7% (55/401), Rest of
Central Greece: 21.7% (23/106) and Peloponnese:
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AmtoteAécpata

ATIO TOUC OUVOALKA 1528 oKUAOUC TOU €&etd-
otnkav, Bstikol ntav ot 165 (10,8%). Ta mocootd
OPOETILITOAQCHOU yla TNV KABe Tteploxn ntav ta
akéhouba: Nnotd Ioviou: 16,9% (10/59), Nnowa Bo-
peLou Atyaiou: 5,4% (3/56), Nnowa Notlou Ayatou:
4,7% (12/258), Kpntn 6,2% (10/161), Attikn: 13,7%
(55/401), Yoo Zteped EANGSa: 21,7% (23/106)
kat Nehomtévvnooc: 10,7% (52/487).

Zupmepacpata

Ta TT0C00TA OPOETILIIOAACHOU TNG KAPSLAYYELAKNG
SLpophaplwong otoug okUAOUG €xouv augnbel oe
OAEG TLG «KaBApPEG» TIEPLOXEG TNG EANGSaG. ETtopé-
vwe, Kplvetat amapaitntn n ARyn amoteAecpa-
TIKWV PETPWVY Ttpootaciag katd tn Sldpkela tou
XPOVOU O OAEG TLG TIEPLOXEG TNG EAAGSAG yia TN
pelwon tou kwdUvou poéAuvong Kal Tov TepLopL-
Opo €EATTAWGONG TOU VOOTHATOG.

10.7% (52/487).

Conclusions

Seroprevalence rates of canine cardiovascular di-
rofilariosis have increased in all previously "clean"
areas. Therefore, it is necessary to take effective
prevention measures throughout the year in all ar-
eas of Greece to reduce the infection risk and limit
the disease spread.
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